Double Standards in the Definition of Terrorism and in
the Treatment of Victims of Terrorist Acts

Seyyed Mohammadreza Mousavifard” and Alireza Taghipour™

Research Article Receive Date: Accept Date: Online Publication | Pages: 223-254
2024.09.13 2025.11.19 Date: 2026.05.25

Since the efforts of the then Secretary-General of the United Nations in 1977, when
he referred to the term terrorism, despite various conventions and resolutions of the
United Nations Security Council and General Assembly, the international community
has still not reached a consensus on terrorism, and disagreement over its definition
has also extended, in the form of double-standard standardization, to the victims
of terrorism. Therefore, the necessity and importance of this research essay become
clear, and with a descriptive-analytical (and at the same time comparative)
approach, using a documentary and library method, it seeks to find definitions
of terrorism and to determine whether this divergence of views also affects its victims
from the perspective of states. It appears that, given the disagreements the answer
is yes. In other words, in practice, the definitions offered of terrorism are indexed
on the basis of countries’ interests, and these indices have also extended to the
rights of victims of terrorism, while the politically interest-based indices of states
overshadow the rights of victims of terrorism. To overcome this situation, a
comprehensive convention on victims of terrorism in the form of clearly specified
indexing, the establishment of regional media under the name of supporting victims
and combating terrorism through civil societies, and efforts to recognize the legal
rights of minority victims of terrorism in claimant countries away from political
interests, can be relatively helpful.
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