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Given that good governance can facilitate the process of growth and the attainment of
sustainable development for governments, and can place poverty reduction, job creation
and sustainable welfare, environmental protection, and economic growth at the center of
attention, the present study addresses the presentation and testing of amodel of the sustainable
developmental state through good governance with a focus on Iran. This research is of an
applied-developmental type, and the research method is mixed with a sequential approach
classified by unequal weight. This study was carried out using qualitative and quantitative
methods (meta-synthesis, thematic analysis, structural equation modeling, and fuzzy
DEMATEL). In the qualitative part of the study, the statistical population for conducting
interviews consisted of 14 scientific and executive experts in the field of governance,
selected through purposive-judgmental sampling, and the components were extracted
from qualitative thematic analysis. In the quantitative part of the research, 384 researcher-
made questionnaires based on the study’s paradigm model were distributed and collected
among selected sample members from governance employees and managers (government
organizations in the city of Tehran) through convenience sampling. The results in the
qualitative section of the study showed that the most important components of the model
are: rejuvenating the structure of government, eliminating parallel institutions, completely
changing traditional methods of performing work in offices, reforming banking structures,
creating hardware and software infrastructures, creating international competitive advantage,
penetrating international markets, and human and organizational factors. The results in the
quantitative section also showed that the relationships among the variables of the extracted
model are statistically significant and that the developed model has an acceptable degree
of fit and validity. Also, the results of the fuzzy DEMATEL technique showed that creating
hardware and software infrastructures has the greatest impact weight (0.0539), followed
by eliminating parallel institutions (0.0517) and reforming banking structures (0.0506).
In addition, the impact weight level of creating international competitive advantage is on
average less than 0.0405.
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