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The Concept and Position of “Document” in the
Hierarchy of Legal Norms and the Feasibility of Legal-
Judicial Citation to it

Mahdi Moradi Berelian and Mohammadghasem Tangestani

Among the legal norms, which in their usual form include the constitution, ordinary
laws, and government regulations, the Iranian public law system has recently
witnessed the creation of new titles such as “document”. Legal documents, which
have been used mainly in the post-revolutionary legal system, have sometimes raised
ambiguities about the meaning, status, and guarantee of implementing the relevant
decree. The enactments announced under the title of “document” have been prepared
and approved by various authorities such as the Supreme Leader, the Head of the
Judiciary, the Council of Ministers, the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution,
and other councils. The present study examined the questions that, regarding the
accepted order in the system of the hierarchy of legal norms, what is the meaning
of this strange title (from the viewpoint of public law terminology) and what is its
place in the Iranian legal system and is it basically possible to rely on such documents
legally. The current article employed the descriptive-analytical method to answer the
mentioned questions. The findings of this study showed that legal documents in the
legal system after the victory of the Islamic Revolution had been used in a wide
range of concepts, from general strategies to program-based policies and detailed
legal rules and regulations. With their status as a reference, these legal documents
were credible. This article examined the concept of documents and how they were
used in the legal system. Moreover, it examined the common structure of documents,
their place in the hierarchy of legal norms, and the possibility of legal-judicial citation
to them based on the characteristics of the Iranian legal system.

Keywords: Legal System, Article 166 of the Constitution, Documentation, Legal Rule,
Policy-making
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The Study of Inclusive Development in the Period of the
First to Fifth Development Programs in Iran (1989-2016)

Farshad Momeni and Hossein Rajabpour

The concept of inclusive development focuses on the relationship between equality
and development to refer to the inclusion of various dimensions of development,
especially its social and political dimensions. Moreover, inclusive development
highlights how well-being is distributed among different sections of society, especially
marginalized groups and social minorities. In the present study, a multi-dimensional
index of inclusive development in the form of 5 dimensions, 11 components, and 33
variables was used to examine the inclusiveness of development in the implementation
period of the first to fifth development programs. The results showed that despite the
improvement of inclusive development during the implementation of development
programs, firstly, the quantitative achievements of growth were weakly correlated
with the qualitative achievements of development. Secondly, there was a significant
correlation between the political aspect of inclusive development (governance) and
development achievements. Thirdly, the country’s inclusive development process was
considered reversible, which means that the improvement of inclusive development
stopped during the fourth and fifth development plans. Furthermore, this study
indicated that out of the 11 components of the studied index, only in the second and
third development plans most of the components were improved. Thus, when this
result was combined with the six-year implementation period of the first, fourth, and
fifth five-year development plans, it indicated that the Inclusive Development Index
was a good criterion for evaluating the development performance of these plans.
Overall, it is suggested that the planners consider inclusive development at the heart
of the Seventh Development Plan.

Keywords: Economic Growth, Inequality, Inclusive Development, Development Plans
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The Strategy of Independent Criminalization of
Cybercrime in Iranian Criminal Law
Hamid Bahremand and Hadi Mersi

A cyber attack is a criminal act that may cause loss of life or damage to computer
systems. In Iranian criminal law, especially the law on computer crimes, the term
“cyber attack” is not used. Therefore, in the current situation, cyber attack is inspected
as cybercrime. The present study considered that the computer crimes law’s primary
purpose is to protect citizens’ data and computer systems and is by nature a normal,
national, and unorganized crime. Thus, the present study did not put the cyber attack
on the agenda of cybercrime. This exclusion is because the purpose of criminalizing
a cyber attack is to protect data and computer systems related to national security.
Moreover, given that a cyber attack is often committed by one country against another,
it is transnational and organizational, which harms a country’s security. Therefore,
the present study descriptively-analytically considered the concept of cyber attack
different from the concept of cybercrime in three aspects: nature, the purpose of
criminology, and descriptions of the subject. Furthermore, theoretically and based on
the principles of criminology (i.e. the principle of harm, public interest, necessity, the
proportionality of crime, and punishment), cyber attack is independently criminalized.
As a result, it is required to consider strategies, approaches, and international
cooperation to, in addition to current cybercrime, independently criminalize cyber
attacks and guarantee executions according to the type and severity of the attacks and

the possible or inflicted damage.

Keywords: Criminalization, Cyberspace, Cyber Attacks, Cybercrimes, International

Crimes
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Qualitative Content Analysis of Factors Affecting Public
Policy in the Field of Environment

Mahdi Ahmadi Tonkaboni, Nader Sheikholeslami Kandelusi and Masoud
Ahmadi

One of the most critical challenges and the crisis of the present and future of the country
is the field of environment. This field needs the consideration and monitoring of all
threats and bottlenecks and, as a result, formulating specific policies and executive
policies. In this regard, it is necessary to use the full capacity of individuals in the form
of public participation projects. Moreover, designing models that outline guidelines for
senior executives and national decision-makers considering the state of the country’s
environment is required. In addition, attracting public participation to develop and
improve the country’s environmental indicators in public policy-making is inevitable.
A set of key success factors must be considered to succeed in the optimal development
of policies. Thus, the present article sought to answer the fundamental question of what
factors influence public policy in the field of the environment. To answer this question,
the factors affecting the policy-making of citizen participation in the field of environment
were identified using qualitative content analysis. For this purpose, interviews with
experts in policy-making and the environment were conducted, and 31 subcategories
were identified. Then, the interviews were categorized into six dimensions related to
citizen participation in policy-making in the field of environment. The subcategories
included strategic and upstream documents, decision bodies, organizational structure and
arrangements, culture building, information technology, and key processes. Finally, a
network model of research in the field of policy-making for citizen participation in the
field of environment was proposed.

Keywords: General Policy-making, Environmental Policy, Citizenship Participation,
Content Analysis
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Defining the Effective Factors in Iran’s Export-led
Industrialization
Amirabbas Khalesi, Abbas Abbasi and Moslem Alimohammadlou

This study aimed to identify and categorize the factors affecting Iran’s industrial
growth using an export development approach. After library studies, examining
previous experiences in Iran and other countries, and identifying the influential
factors, the basic conceptual model was extracted, including seven dimensions and
39 factors. Then, in-depth, semi-structured interviews were conducted with industry
professionals in the field of exports to validate and discover other possible factors.
After that, the findings of the two stages were coded and analyzed to implement the
content analysis technique. In addition, an academic expert validated the final model
in 7 categories and 36 dimensions, and the Cohen’s Kappa index was 0.679 for the
final model. Based on the findings of this study, the factors affecting Iran’s industrial
development were categorized into seven categories: market-oriented, infrastructure-
oriented, resource-oriented, government-oriented, institutional-oriented, approach-
oriented, and risk-oriented. The market-oriented category included: competitive
advantage, marketing research, export portfolio diversity, service availability, and
participation in the global value chain. In addition, the infrastructure-oriented category
consisted of monetary/financial/banking infrastructure, e-commerce, logistics,
industry structure, and insurance. Moreover, the resource-oriented was comprised
of productivity, labour market, foreign investment, social capital, spatial planning,
quality raw materials, technology, and innovation. Besides, the government-oriented
category involved export promotion policies, economic stability, political stability,
quality of education, quality of health, quality of business ecosystem, and stability and
transparency of laws. Furthermore, institutional-oriented was made up of the quality
of industrial clusters, power of export organizations, and removal of cumbersome
processes and laws. Additionally, the approach-oriented category included export
strategy in enterprises, export strategy in the country, entrepreneurial culture, and
consumer culture. Finally, the risk-oriented category consisted of resilience against

natural factors, global crises, and fluctuations in energy carrier rates).

Keywords: Industrialization, Export-led Growth, Export-oriented
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The Duality of Logic and Pattern in the Idea of the
Governance of the Islamic Revolution Leaders
Ataollah Rafiei Atani and Mohsen Solgi

The present study mainly focused on the theoretical aspect of governance (the idea of
governance) in the minds of the leaders of the revolution. Thus, a particular form of
logic was designed to perceive and scrutinize the dualities adapted and accommodated
into the leaders’ minds in a geometrical and structured manner. This was also the case
concerning maladjusted dualities. Moreover, it was tried to place realistic idealism and
the critical view toward the West (two dualities more sensitive compared to similar ones)
at the center of analyzing and understanding the structure of adjusting dualities in the
mind of the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei. The above two items were instances
of applying the logic proposed in the present study to analyze other dualities existing
in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought like the ones explained in the “Second Step of the
Revolution” statement in a more in-depth way. They included dualities like religion and
wealth, truth and politics, and civilization and culture (to name but a few), which were
dealt with in a structured manner in the statement.

The present article aimed to investigate the logic of the leaders of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran regarding the dualities influencing governance. The hypothesis was that the
logic of the revolutionary leaders about the dualities influencing governance could be
formulated and categorized according to the following patterns based on the positive
aspects (agreement), including integration, affirmation, deconstruction, and selection.
Moreover, the patterns arising from the negative aspects (opposition) were opposition
and contradiction.

The above logic was considered a model (introduced for the first time in the present
article) to understand and act and was developed to discover the logic of dualities that
were not mentioned in the present study and probably would emerge in the future. The
presupposition of employing the “system of concepts” method was adaptability to the
minds of the leaders of the revolution.

Moreover, the present article pointed to several maladjusted dualities and argued that
Descartes’s dualism was criticized and deconstructed by the leaders of the revolution
as they adhered to Mulla Sadra’s ideas. Meanwhile, some dualisms, which could be
considered insubstantial (e.g., weakening/imperialism), were not adaptable.

Keywords: Duality, Ideal and Reality, Governance, Pattern
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The Position of Middle Class in Iran After the Islamic
Revolution and How to Legitimize the Ruling Structure
(1978-2013)

Aliakbar Omidi, Hamidreza Saeedinejad and Idris Beheshtinia

The fundamental issues in political sociology are examining the position and
function of social forces in political and social developments and their impact
on the legitimacy of the ruling structure. Among the various social classes, the
role of the middle class as an influential class in legitimizing the ruling structure
has always been highlighted. This study aimed to explain the position and role
of the middle class in Iran’s political and social developments. In addition, the
middle class’s role in the legitimacy of the ruling structure from the beginning
of the Islamic Revolution in Iran until 2013 was studied. The present article
used the descriptive-analytical method based on library studies. The research
results showed that the middle class was considered the main class in the socio-
political developments of Iran. Moreover, the middle class used the following
components to play an important role in legitimizing the ruling structure: being
the class accompanying the ideology of the system, trying to transition to
democracy in Iran, strengthening political participation, strengthening relations
with influential groups and parties in the political arena, and strengthening the

political culture.

Keywords: Middle Class, Islamic Revolution, Legitimacy, Structure, Sovereignty



English Abstracts 9

An Analysis of the Priorities for Achieving Local
Governance in Iran Based on the Q Method
Asghar Tahmasebi and Malihe Soltanabadi

What makes designing a local government structure with a promising approach
more necessary than ever is the disadvantages faced by rural management in
Iran and the low efficiency and effectiveness of rural development programs
and services in disadvantaged areas in the past few decades. This study aimed to
examine the priorities of achieving local governance in Iran from the perspective
of public and private sectors, local communities, and researchers in regional
and rural planning. Thus, a set of influential factors in local governance was
extracted from the background studies. After refining and classifying, 31 key
factors following the eight principles of good governance were selected. The
principles of good governance were central law, accountability, accountability,
transparency, central consensus, participation, justice and equality, and
efficiency and effectiveness. Then, 30 experts and activists were selected using
the purposive sampling method and prioritized the extracted items using a Q
table. Finally, the collected data were analyzed in Q methodology software by
PCA principal component analysis and Varimax rotation. The findings could
acknowledge that there were three different views on the priorities of rural
governance. Moreover, participation, accountability, and responsibility were
emphasized in each of these groups, respectively. In addition, all three groups
agreed on the need to strengthen the questioning environment for the press and
media. Furthermore, they acknowledged that strengthening the accountability

dimension is a key priority for achieving rural governance.

Keywords: Local Governance, Capacity Building, Stakeholder Participation,
O Method
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Explaining the Relationship Between Spatial Injustice
and National Security Perspectives

Mostafa Ghaderi Hajat, Mohammadreza Hafeznia and Zahra
Ahmadipour

Understanding spatial justice is one of the priorities of studying political
geography as a science of governance and optimal management of space. Spatial
injustice causes the polarization of space and the isolation of some citizens.
In addition, it prevents the citizens’ effective participation in political, social,
economic, and cultural life. As a result, citizens would distance themselves
from the mainstream of society. The present study used a descriptive and
analytical method to explain spatial injustice in Iran. Moreover, the current
study examined and explored the effects and consequences of spatial injustice
on the forthcoming developments from the perspective of internal security
perspectives. The results showed that spatial injustice created spatial gaps in
society, which allowed the occurrence of actions threatening the sustainable
security of society, such as divergence in ethnic and border areas, terrorism,
drug crisis, marginalization, and migration. Consequently, the threats primarily
reduced the stability of society and the possibility of crime as the elements
influencing the depiction of the status and characteristics of security on an

internal scale.

Keywords: Spatial Justice, Spatial Injustice, Security, Hazards
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Language as the Power of Law
Farough Khezri, Hassan Vakilian and Ferdows Aghagolzadeh

Law is the most important rule and norm in modern life, which regulates
the state’s relations with the citizens and the citizens with each other. Every
law belongs to a legal system, and it is not unreasonable to say that the value
of a legal system depends on the efficiency and quality of the law. The law
quality is further determined in the formal and pre-legislative stages, in which
the language of the law is of greater importance than in the other stages. All
members of society communicate with the law through language. Language
plays a constructive role in the functioning of law since the legislator expresses
his intentions through words. Thus, it becomes clear that language and law are
deeply related. The way language is used in law reflects the quality of the law.
Accordingly, explaining the role of language in the legal system helps to know
how language works and is used in law and becomes a roadmap to properly
writing the law. As a result, this research introduced the knowledge of forensic
linguistics through documentary methods and explained the importance of

language in the legal system.

Keywords: Language Function, The Language of the Law, Philosophy of Law, Legal
System, The Rule of Law
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Parliamentarization of Foreign Policy in the Era of
Post-Politics
Vahid Zolfaghari

Parliament’s involvement in foreign policy attempts to understand the balance
between the executive and the legislative bodies. As a relentless process of
measuring power and continuity of the conflict between traditional governance
and democratic privileges, such an understanding is a response to changes
in the political and international systems. However, voters’ alienation from
international politics, power relations in democratic systems, the complexity
of international bargaining, prolongation and drifting of decision-making under
the parliament’s veto power, and the conservatism of global politics have led
to overlooking the role of parliament in foreign policy. Still, the transition to
the postpolitical period has changed the status of parliament in foreign policy-
making. This postpolitical period is characterized by the rising of new social
and influential forces on political interactions. Accordingly, this paper’s main
question was what happened to the functions of parliament in foreign policy-
making in the new political environment? The main idea of this paper was that
the following factors caused the change in patterns, procedures, and strategies
of foreign policy-making in the new era: 1. increasing the levels of interactions
between nations, 2. rising the shareholder forces in decision making, 3.
decreasing the monopoly of the executive body on foreign policy-making, and
4. parliamentarization of foreign policy. This paper examined the mentioned
hypothesis by applying the theory of pluralism sociology and analytical-
comparative methodology. The findings showed that the parliamentarization
of foreign policy is the cause and result of the democratization process by
paying particular attention to the sovereignty, status, validity, and environment
of the parliament. This democratization process limited the power of foreign

governmental policy-making and inaugurated a transnational interaction.

Keywords: Parliament, Foreign Policy, Diplomacy, Democratic Governance, Age of
Post-politics
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