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Analysis of the Impact of Law and Regulation Production
on Government Size in Iran

Mostafa Dinmohammadi” and Mohammad Kabiri™
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Although the philosophy of legislation is to reduce transaction costs and control
externalities, the continuous accumulation of a large volume of laws requires
extensive organizational structures and high execution, compliance, and supervision
costs, which may ultimately lead to an expansion of government size. The primary
objective of this study is to help explain government size by considering Iran’s
specific political-economic conditions during the period 1980-2020 (1359-1399
SH), with an emphasis on the role of law and regulation production. Given that the
scope of governmental activity in Iran extends beyond the executive branch, public
sector expenditures are considered the most appropriate proxy for government size
(dependent variable). Accordingly, the number of pages published in the Official
Gazette was used as an indicator of law and regulation production (main independent
variable). The analysis employs an Autoregressive Distributed Lag (ARDL) model,
incorporating moderating variables such as oil dependency, financial repression, trade
openness, fiscal illusion, displacement effect, total employment rate, and alignment
between parliament and government. The results show that, in the presence of these
moderating variables, the law production index significantly explains the post-
revolution expansion of government size in Iran. Holding other factors constant, a
%10 increase in the number of Official Gazette pages leads, on average, to a %6/3
increase in government size. Furthermore, a descriptive analysis of law-making
centers indicates that during the study period-particularly in its final two decades-the
share of rulings issued by high courts and the Administrative Justice Court increased
significantly. This increase coincided with a decline in legislative quality due to
growth in the average size of laws (articles and notes). Overall, the legal structure has
moved toward greater complexity and reduced transparency, increasing transaction
costs. Since transaction costs are non-productive, they contribute to greater state
intervention and expansion without stimulating production.
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One of the most important human factors contributing to the drying of much of Lake
Urmia has been improper management of water resources and agricultural affairs
in the lake’s watershed, along with inadequate environmental protection. Therefore,
in order to address compensation for environmental damages and prevent similar
occurrences in other wetlands, identifying the government’s civil liability in the
drying of Lake Urmia is of critical importance. Using a descriptive—analytical legal
approach, this article examines how the government can be held responsible for the
lake’s desiccation and demonstrates that the three essential elements of civil liability
are identifiable in this case: the existence of a legal duty, a causal relationship between
governmental actions or omissions and the drying of the lake, and disproportionate
or inadequate governmental measures to prevent it. Human factors played a greater
role than natural factors in the drying of Lake Urmia, and these human activities were
legally subject to government oversight. Accordingly, the government was obligated
to adopt corrective strategies and exercise effective management and supervision
over water, agriculture, and environmental protection in the Lake Urmia watershed.
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This study aims to identify the key factors influencing users’ migration from foreign
social messaging platforms to domestic ones. The conceptual framework is based
on the Push—Pull-Mooring (PPM) migration model. This qualitative research
employs thematic analysis, with data collected through semi-structured interviews
and processed using King’s (1998) three-stage coding method. The study population
consists of academic experts and managers of domestic messaging platforms, from
whom 21 participants were purposively selected and interviewed. The extracted
themes were classified into three overarching categories: motivating factors,
inhibiting factors, and intervening factors. The findings indicate that motivating
factors include trust-building by domestic messengers, the positive role of network
effects in encouraging migration, the creation of specialized domestic messengers
tailored to user needs, and the formation of decentralized networks among domestic
platforms to leverage collective capacity. Intervening factors include the dominance
of a proprietary mindset toward new and citizen-driven media in migration policies,
lack of integrated infrastructure, poor and incomplete policy implementation, and
the ambiguous organizational status and business models of domestic messengers.
Inhibiting factors include a hardware-centric policy approach with insufficient
attention to cultural and social dimensions, reactive and passive policymaking toward
new technologies, multiplicity and lack of coordination among policymakers, legal
deficiencies in the messaging domain, and violations of user privacy in domestic
platforms. The results suggest that Iranian policymakers must remove inhibiting
factors, strengthen motivating factors, and reform intervening conditions to support
the development of domestic messaging platforms.
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Widespread sanctions in recent years have led to significant price volatility across
various markets. These fluctuations have redirected a substantial portion of national
liquidity from productive activities toward unproductive and speculative activities,
thereby fueling inflation. Accordingly, this study examines market conditions to propose
solutions for reducing speculative behavior. The research addresses two questions: first,
whether speculation exists in the currency, housing, gold, and automobile markets;
and second, whether a speculation tax can control price volatility in these markets. An
Autoregressive Distributed Lag (ARDL) model was estimated using EViews software.
The results show that the adjustment coefficient in the currency market is higher than
in other markets, indicating that speculators respond more rapidly to instability in this
market. Moreover, the elasticity of expected prices relative to current prices has increased
over time in all four markets and has exceeded one in recent years. Thus, speculation
not only exists but has intensified in all examined markets. Additionally, the product of
elasticity and adjustment coefficients has exceeded one in recent years, demonstrating
the effectiveness of a speculation tax in controlling price volatility by reducing the
speed of traders’ reactions to price changes. Consequently, policymakers are advised
to adopt speculation taxes as a short-term measure to curb speculative activities and
redirect liquidity from unproductive to productive sectors. However, such taxes should
be viewed as emergency, short-term instruments rather than permanent policy tools, as
they may lead to liquidity withdrawal from targeted markets.
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In amending the Parliamentary Election Law in 2023, the legislator sought to
render the candidate vetting process more precise by clarifying and codifying
specific legal requirements and aligning them with general election policies.
This study addresses two fundamental questions: which legal requirements must
be observed by the candidate-vetting authority, and based on these requirements,
what approach or theory can be inferred as the legislator’s intended framework
for candidate qualification assessment? Answering these questions contributes
to conceptualizing candidate vetting as a procedural process governed by legal
principles and to identifying a coherent theoretical foundation for qualification
assessment. Using a descriptive—analytical method and documentary research, and
drawing on opinions of the Guardian Council with particular emphasis on the 2023
amendment, the findings indicate that the right to be elected constitutes a legitimate
right of candidates. Accordingly, the vetting process must adhere to requirements
such as the right to legal recourse, the right to know the reasons for rejection or non-
qualification, the right to present defenses or explanations, and principles including
the rule of law, impartiality and independence of the vetting authority, confidentiality,
and urgency. These requirements suggest that the dominant approach to candidate
vetting is legalistic and adversarial in nature. Consistent with this approach and
the principle of maximum public participation, the vetting authority should apply
reasonable and socially adaptive standards when assessing qualitative conditions
such as “commitment” to Islam, the Constitution, and the Guardianship of the
Jurist, and should evaluate both positive and negative records collectively to avoid
unduly narrowing the pool of eligible candidates.
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This study aims to identify and analyze dimensions of inefficiency in Iran’s
automotive industry innovation system. Initially, exploratory factor analysis
identified three main dimensions and thirteen sub-components. Subsequently,
fuzzy DEMATEL was used to examine causal relationships among dimensions
and components, revealing that factors such as weak administrative structures,
international sanctions, and infrastructure limitations play predominantly causal
roles. In the next stage, using the Best—Worst Method, experts prioritized these
same components as the most critical challenges facing the innovation system.
Overall, these factors exert a direct influence within the causal network and are
of highest importance from a policy and management perspective for institutional
and strategic reforms. Accordingly, the findings emphasize the necessity of
reengineering administrative structures, strengthening intellectual property
systems, and mitigating sanction impacts through the development of indigenous
technologies.
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The enactment of two comprehensive and strategic laws in the field of
knowledge-based activities over a period of more than a decade represents major
turning points in technology and innovation policy and in the development of
a knowledge-based economy in Iran. Given the importance of stakeholder
perceptions in legislative processes, this study examines changes in stakeholder
perceptions and preferences during the adoption of the Knowledge-Based
Production Leap Law. An exploratory qualitative case study approach was
employed, with data collected through interviews and analyzed using category-
based content analysis. The findings indicate that stakeholders involved in
drafting the new law adopted a more comprehensive and structured approach
compared to the earlier Law on Supporting Knowledge-Based Firms. The
substantive focus of the law expanded beyond the “knowledge-based firm” to
encompass broader innovation ecosystem concepts, as well as issues related
to completing value chains-such as reducing raw material exports, preventing
stagnation at early stages of value chains, and moving toward higher value-
added products. Consequently, the range of stakeholders addressed by the law
also broadened.
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Based on analytical theories presented in a theory-development forum at
Allameh Tabataba’i University following the twelfth parliamentary elections,
this article—written after 11 May 2024 (22 Ordibehesht 1403 SH)—seeks to
answer why voter participation in the twelfth term of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly reached its lowest level since the Islamic Revolution. Using an
interpretive hermeneutic method and drawing on the researcher’s lived
experience as a member of the eighth and tenth parliaments, the study examines
the role of religious democracy in governing and regulating society in accordance
with religious values. The findings indicate that declining participation is not
attributable to a single factor but results from a complex interaction of multiple
interrelated causes with varying degrees of influence. These include ambiguity
regarding the constitutional role and authority of parliament, declining public
trust in the political system, economic problems, lack of electoral competition
and exclusion of certain political currents, weak performance of the eleventh
parliament, and insufficient active participation by legislators in effective
governance and the preservation of democratic legitimacy.

Keywords: Political participation; Elections, Pathology, Religious democracy; Twelfth
parliamentary elections
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Factors Influencing the Framing of Criminal Charges in
an Optimal Model under English Law (With Reference to
Iranian Law)

Adnan Omranifar’

Research Article Receive Date: Accept Date: Online Publication | Page:299-327
2024.09.24 2025.03.17 Date: 2025.03.17

The framing of criminal charges-often described as the gateway to criminal
justice-has functioned effectively in English law as the initial prosecutorial
stage, enabling prosecutors to decide whether to proceed or refrain from
charging based on case review and governing principles. Given its positive
impact, this model could be adapted within Iranian law; however, such
adaptation requires a fundamental shift in the prosecutorial system toward a
charge-based framework and careful consideration of the relevant theories
and principles. This descriptive—analytical study examines the charge-framing
stage in English law to extract influential theories and principles that could
guide legislators should they choose to establish such a stage in Iran. The study
concludes that relevant theories include labeling theory, reintegrative shaming
theory, scapegoat theory, public interest (cost—benefit) theory, and restorative
justice. Key principles include sufficiency of evidence, utility, expediency,
harm assessment, and rehabilitative potential. Observance and implementation
of these principles would make the establishment of a charge-framing stage in
Iranian law feasible.

Keywords: Prosecutor; Charge framing, Criminal process; Public interest theory, Utility

principle
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2. Act of 21 January 1999 on Sejm Investigative Committees
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1. Order No 58-1100 of 17 November 1958 on the Functioning of the Parliamentary Assemblies
2. Law No. 1 of 2016 (Law on the Internal Regulations of the Council of Representatives)
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1. Parliamentary Privileges Act 1987

2. Act on Oaths and Testimony of Witnesses in the Houses of the Diet, 1947
3. Rules of the National Council of Provinces 2008

4. Criminal Code
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