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User Protection Plans in Cyberspace: Balancing National
Sovereignty and Human Rights Standards of Freedom of
Expression
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In the current era, data collection and storage are primarily conducted
through the establishment and development of platforms. These platforms,
due to their appeal and features, encourage people from various countries to
use them more extensively. However, the reality is that with the expansion
of these platforms, countries, fearing the loss of their sovereignty and
control over this space, have prioritized the development and regulation of
numerous laws in this domain. One of the most significant initiatives is the
protection of citizens’ data in many countries, including Iran. The question
this study seeks to answer is: What is the relationship between the human
rights requirements of freedom of expression and user protection plans
in cyberspace? In other words, what human rights obligations regarding
freedom of expression should governments consider when drafting laws
for cyberspace protection? Using a descriptive-analytical approach and
drawing on library resources and credible international documents and
regulations, this study is based on the premise that while protection plans are
designed to safeguard sovereignty, they sometimes conflict with individual
freedoms, particularly freedom of expression. Therefore, governments must
pay significant attention to human rights obligations when drafting such
protection plans.
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1. American Convention on Human Rights (1978).

2. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948).

3. European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (1950).
4. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966).

5. Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam (1990), Organization of Islamic Conference.

6. African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (1981).
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1. Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (French: Déclaration des droits de "'Homme
et du Citoye) (1789), National Assembly of France.
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1. The Promotion, Protection and Enjoyment of Human Rights on the Internet (2012) Human
Rights Council.
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1. International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (1969).

2. Convention on the Right of the Child (1989).

3. International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members
of their Families (1990).
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One of the key strategies of senior policymakers and the Islamic Consultative
Assembly to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of public resources and
address imbalances is the structural reform of Iran’s budgeting system from
technical and legal perspectives. To achieve optimal results and avoid trial and
error, studying the experiences of similar countries like Turkey and learning
policy lessons from their budgeting transformations is essential. Turkey, with
its dynamic budgeting system, has undergone continuous reforms over the past
century. Since 2003, a turning point marked by the adoption of the Public Financial
Management and Control Law, Turkey has implemented performance-based
budgeting as its official budgeting system, initiating a new phase of structural
reforms in technical, legal, and executive dimensions. The primary goal of this
mixed-method study is to first examine the governance and evolution of Turkey’s
budgeting system through documentary analysis, then identify and prioritize
barriers to implementing performance-based budgeting in central government
budget management using interpretive structural modeling, and provide lessons
for Iranian lawmakers and policymakers. The study highlights the dynamic
nature of Turkey’s budgeting system and its continuous adaptation to changing
economic, social, and political conditions. Additionally, the governance of
public financial management in Turkey, supported by the Constitution and the
Public Financial Management and Control Law, has significantly enhanced
transparency, accountability, efficiency, and effectiveness. Quantitative findings
indicate that “ambiguity and lack of technical knowledge among policymakers”
is the primary barrier to implementing performance-based budgeting in Turkey,
with “shortage of experts and specialists” identified as the most dependent
barrier among the eleven identified factors.
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1. Structural Self-Interaction Matrix (SSIM)
2. Matrice d’Impacts Croisés Multiplication Appliquee a un Classement/Cross Impact Matrix
Multiplication Applied to Classification (MICMAC)
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The judicial process reflects the formalities of substantive criminal law.
In other words, it outlines the proper execution of key procedural rules
and principles. Since the legislator in substantive criminal law examines
criminal elements, societal responses to criminal phenomena, and mitigating
or exempting factors for criminal liability, it must also properly define the
implementation of these rules. The question raised in this study is whether
Iran’s judicial process and practices have adequately protected the rights of
victims and defendants in crimes against chastity. The findings suggest that
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crime concealment, the defendant’s defense rights, the distinction between
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Designing an Optimal Model for Strategies to Prevent the
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The phenomenon of the generational gap, which refers to differences in
values, norms, and attitudes between generations, is caused by multiple
factors. One significant factor is social networks, influenced by the
quantitative and qualitative growth of information and communication
technology. The purpose of this study is to design an optimal model for
strategies to prevent the generational gap in audience interaction with social
networks, using a qualitative method based on thematic network analysis.
Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with 21 experts in
generational studies, selected via purposive non-random sampling. Through
theoretical coding, overarching, organizing, and basic themes were identified
and analyzed. The findings indicate that the optimal model for addressing
the generational gap in audience interaction with virtual social networks
consists of five overarching themes (proper functioning of the education
institution, family institution, media institution, religious institution, and
political institution), 14 organizing themes, and 55 basic themes. To validate
the findings, communicative evaluation and audit methods were used, while
reliability was assessed through repeatability and transferability methods.
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The annual national budget, as the most critical component of macroeconomic
planning within the framework of five-year development plans, should be
prepared, approved, and implemented to achieve the objectives of higher-
level documents. However, due to the competitive nature of budgeting and
conflicts of interest among actors in the budgeting system, this alignment is
often lacking. This article focuses on the motivations and roles of Islamic
Consultative Assembly representatives in exacerbating this deviation during
the budget approval process. To this end, while addressing the literature on
political economy, parliamentary positions, and representatives’ motivations,
five influential parliamentary positions in the budget approval process were
identified, and their impact coefficients were determined using the Analytical
Hierarchy Process (AHP). A regression model based on variables related to
parliamentary positions, representatives’ characteristics, and the economic
capacity of provinces for the 9th and 10th parliamentary terms (2012-2019)
revealed that, except for seniority, parliamentary positions, party affiliations,
and the number of provincial seats significantly and positively impacted the
increase in provincial development budgets from national revenues. Thus,
in Iran’s parliamentary organization, the committee interest theory and
partisanship theory are applicable.
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1. Autoregressive Integrated Moving Average (ARIMA)
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One of the fundamental issues in criminal law is criminal capacity, meaning
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condition. The functions of criminal capacity are divided into two categories:
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Social capital, a key conceptual tool in the modern era for management,
governance sustainability, political order, and national security in political
systems, including multi-ethnic and multicultural ones, refers to collective
cohesion, social support, and mutual trust and confidence. In such societies,
social capital leads to the emergence of in-group and out-group identities.
Iran, with its culturally diverse and ethnically varied structure, has its cultural
identity tied to ethnic affiliations in the contemporary world. The primary
goal of this study is to examine the impact of social capital indicators on
ethnic identity affiliations through empirical review and meta-analysis for the
period 2005-2024. From a population of 39 scientific documents in Iranian
sources, 22 were selected for final analysis and evaluation using purposive
non-probabilistic sampling. The software used was CMA2, with Cohen’s
d and Fisher’s F statistical tests. The results indicate a significant impact of
social capital on ethnic identity affiliation in Iran’s provinces, with an effect
size of 44%. In-group social capital (social cohesion, ethnic social affiliation,
and social support) increases ethnic identity affiliation, while out-group social
capital (social participation, generalized social trust, and religious affiliation)
reduces it. Given Iran’s ethnic and cultural diversity, social capital plays a
constructive and fundamental role in strengthening ethnic identity and
affiliation, enhancing inter-ethnic interaction and cohesion.
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Knowledge-based products are a critical concept in transitioning from an
oil-based to a knowledge-based economy for developing countries. Various
elements contribute to achieving international competitive advantage and
maximizing the benefits of natural resources. Governance, as a legislative
institution, plays a significant role in developing various industries. The
role of governance in developing the export of oil-based knowledge-based
products should not be overlooked. This study, drawing on Porter’s Diamond
Model, aims to identify the role of governance in this context. To this
end, 12 semi-structured interviews with industry experts were conducted,
alongside a review of laws, documents, and specialized interviews in the
oil sector. Using Braun and Clarke’s qualitative research methodology, the
data were evaluated and coded, revealing that governance plays a significant
role in Porter’s Diamond Model through two dimensions: transnational
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1. Midstream Petroleum and Gas Industry
2. Downstream Petroleum and Gas Industry
3. Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)

4. Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)
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1. Familiarizing Yourself With Your Data
2. Initial Codes

3. Searching for Themes

4. Reviewing Themes
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Achieving high-quality legislation requires providing parliamentarians with
comprehensive insight into the issues under consideration. Parliamentarians
either rely on their personal knowledge and experience or seek expert
opinions, either verbally or in writing. A legislative annex is a form of
written expert opinion that highlights the implications of parliamentary
decisions from one or more specialized perspectives. Given the increasing
domestic and international significance of the human rights implications of
parliamentary decisions and actions, this study addresses the question of what
requirements and mechanisms should be considered to prepare a human rights
legislative annex for bills and proposals submitted to the Islamic Consultative
Assembly. The findings indicate that a human rights legislative annex is a
type of expert opinion annex and, due to its nature and subject, must use a
universal language aligned with international human rights terminology while
adopting a supra-legislative perspective. The article also examines scenarios
of conflict between international human rights law and Islamic jurisprudence
and Sharia, proposing solutions such as overcoming apparent conflicts,
considering the concept of the “area of discretion” and standard fatwas,
achieving human rights objectives through Sharia-compatible methods, and
standing firm on “legitimate positions contrary to international human rights
law.” Strengthening existing parliamentary institutions and utilizing collective
intellectual efforts from legal and jurisprudential experts are two essential
actions in this regard. The primary benefit of a human rights legislative annex
1s to shift the parliament from a reactive stance to a proactive and initiative-
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