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The first step in policymaking to control and reduce social issues in a country is
identifying priority social issues at the societal level. Priority social issues must
be agreed upon by both the public and elites, as effective resolution of social
problems depends on the interaction and synergy of key stakeholders. Despite
efforts to prioritize social issues, a unified perspective on priority social issues from
the viewpoints of the public and elites has not yet been presented. Therefore, this
study aims to provide a unified picture in Iran using the meta-synthesis method by
reviewing studies and research on prioritizing social issues. The findings indicate
that the most significant social issues in society, from the perspective of social
science experts, in order of priority, are: 1. Addiction; 2. Violence; 3. Divorce; 4.
Crime; 5. Suicide; 6. Social corruption; 7. Vulnerable children; and 8. Runaway
girls. From the public's perspective, the order is: 1. Social corruption; 2. Addiction;
3. Crime; 4. Divorce; 5. Violence; 6. Suicide; 7. Vulnerable children; and 8.
Marginalization. Comparing these issues reveals a close alignment between the
perspectives of the public and elites regarding priority social issues in society. Since
stakeholder consensus on social issues is a key factor in enhancing the effectiveness
and success of adopted policies, the agreement between the public and experts on
social issues presents a valuable opportunity for policymakers and implementers.
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