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Research Article

Based on analytical theories presented in a theory-development forum at 
Allameh Tabataba’i University following the twelfth parliamentary elections, 
this article—written after 11 May 2024 (22 Ordibehesht 1403 SH)—seeks to 
answer why voter participation in the twelfth term of the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly reached its lowest level since the Islamic Revolution. Using an 
interpretive hermeneutic method and drawing on the researcher’s lived 
experience as a member of the eighth and tenth parliaments, the study examines 
the role of religious democracy in governing and regulating society in accordance 
with religious values. The findings indicate that declining participation is not 
attributable to a single factor but results from a complex interaction of multiple 
interrelated causes with varying degrees of influence. These include ambiguity 
regarding the constitutional role and authority of parliament, declining public 
trust in the political system, economic problems, lack of electoral competition 
and exclusion of certain political currents, weak performance of the eleventh 
parliament, and insufficient active participation by legislators in effective 
governance and the preservation of democratic legitimacy.
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