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Today, one of the fundamental concerns of the global community is the issue of
environmental protection, where the expansion of science and technology and,
consequently, industry, despite providing comfort and welfare for humans, has
brought about pollution, damage, and the creation of environmental crises—an
environment which, as the bedrock of social, economic, and political life, is a
prerequisite for the continuity of every human being’s life, in which one must
live in a suitable, safe, and disease-and-pollution-free manner. The increase in
environmental instability and threats has forced mankind to seek solutions for
the continuation of their existence. Today, numerous methods are proposed for
confronting environmental crises and improving the situation, among which
decentralization using the capacity of environmental Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) is an approach that is low-cost, inclusive, and possesses
high social acceptability, which can be considered a suitable platform for
protecting the country’s environment with extensive government support. In
the Iranian legal system, the role of these organizations as local institutions is
undeniable, and suitable platforms must be provided for the active participation
of these actors in environmental litigation. This article, using a descriptive-
analytical method, focuses on the fact that by relying on decentralization and
participatory management, while examining the legal capacities presented
in the form of “public duty” and the role of non-governmental actors in the
Constitution, whether citizens and NGOs can seek justice in judicial courts if they
suffer from environmental violations or not. The most important finding of this
research is the foundation of the system of environmental rights on participatory
local democracy. Therefore, by resorting to the solution of decentralization, one
can benefit from public participation in the form of utilizing NGOs and other
social institutions, and by resorting to methods such as “enjoining good,” judicial
authorities, and methods of referral to criminal courts, desired goals can be
achieved and the principles and foundations of participatory local democracy in
environmental protection can be attained from various aspects.
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