
Analysis of Changes in Stakeholder Perceptions During the 
Adoption of the Knowledge-Based Production Leap Law

* ** ***

****

Page: 199-233Online Publication
Date: 2025.03.17

Accept Date:
2025.03.17

Receive Date:
2024.11.03

Research Article

The enactment of two comprehensive and strategic laws in the field of 
knowledge-based activities over a period of more than a decade represents major 
turning points in technology and innovation policy and in the development of 
a knowledge-based economy in Iran. Given the importance of stakeholder 
perceptions in legislative processes, this study examines changes in stakeholder 
perceptions and preferences during the adoption of the Knowledge-Based 
Production Leap Law. An exploratory qualitative case study approach was 
employed, with data collected through interviews and analyzed using category-
based content analysis. The findings indicate that stakeholders involved in 
drafting the new law adopted a more comprehensive and structured approach 
compared to the earlier Law on Supporting Knowledge-Based Firms. The 
substantive focus of the law expanded beyond the “knowledge-based firm” to 
encompass broader innovation ecosystem concepts, as well as issues related 
to completing value chains-such as reducing raw material exports, preventing 
stagnation at early stages of value chains, and moving toward higher value-
added products. Consequently, the range of stakeholders addressed by the law 
also broadened.
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