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Research Article

Due to the vital importance of natural resources for societies and the prevention 
of depletion and unsustainable exploitation of these resources in many 
countries, effective protection of these resources at the highest levels of a 
country’s legal system is a fundamental necessity and strategy. By allocating 
certain constitutional principles, a number of countries have passed various 
laws and regulations for the protection and sustainable utilization of natural 
resources. To implement these principles, a strategy in the “constitutionalization 
of natural resources” is gradually forming and developing, the aim of which is 
to create a normative and constitutional order to guarantee the preservation 
of the country’s natural resources for present and future generations alongside 
the sustainable utilization of these resources. Using a descriptive and legal-
analytical method, this article examines the necessity of constitutionalizing 
the protection and sustainable utilization of natural resources and its pillars in 
Iranian law. It concludes that two of the three pillars of this constitutionalization 
in Iran’s constitutional law (namely, inclusion in the Constitution and the 
passage of ordinary laws for its implementation) have been formed to some 
extent; however, for its development and consolidation, the amendment of laws 
governing natural resources and the constitutional precedent-making of the 
Guardian Council in reviewing laws approved by the Parliament are necessary
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