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One of the most important human factors contributing to the drying of much of Lake
Urmia has been improper management of water resources and agricultural affairs
in the lake’s watershed, along with inadequate environmental protection. Therefore,
in order to address compensation for environmental damages and prevent similar
occurrences in other wetlands, identifying the government’s civil liability in the
drying of Lake Urmia is of critical importance. Using a descriptive—analytical legal
approach, this article examines how the government can be held responsible for the
lake’s desiccation and demonstrates that the three essential elements of civil liability
are identifiable in this case: the existence of a legal duty, a causal relationship between
governmental actions or omissions and the drying of the lake, and disproportionate
or inadequate governmental measures to prevent it. Human factors played a greater
role than natural factors in the drying of Lake Urmia, and these human activities were
legally subject to government oversight. Accordingly, the government was obligated
to adopt corrective strategies and exercise effective management and supervision
over water, agriculture, and environmental protection in the Lake Urmia watershed.
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