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Criminal policy in its broad sense addresses the organization of responses to
criminal phenomena in each society, and in its legislative dimension, it emphasizes
policymaking at the stage of law enactment. Iran's criminal policy in the field of
legislation faces extensive challenges, and properly addressing them requires a
scientific evaluation of the existing policy based on the fundamental indicators of
an ideal criminal policy. The present study, aiming to examine the challenges of
legislative policy and using the qualitative meta-analysis research model, integrates
and interprets the results of studies conducted in this field. In this regard, by
searching the keyword "challenges of Iran's legislative criminal policy" in the time
period 20132023, 44 scientific-research articles were selected for data extraction
and further examination, and studied through meta-analysis. Based on the research
findings, problems in the field of substantive criminal law enactment have higher
frequency compared to procedural laws, and each, with varying degrees of impact,
challenges the fundamental indicators of legislative policymaking. Non-observance
of "ethical orientation," "human-centeredness," and "transparency" as some of
the fundamental indicators of an ideal criminal policy have the greatest impact in
the studied statistical population. Next, the "lack of comprehensiveness" of Iran's
criminal policy in legislation, followed by the absence of other components such
as "coherence and continuity of laws," "knowledge-based approach," "priority
orientation," "effectiveness and acceptability" with the least impact, challenge
legislative criminal policy. Based on the theoretical achievements of this research,
policymakers should focus on the priorities confirmed by conducted studies, direct
revisions and changes in adopted policies toward them, and by utilizing scientific
and transparent legislation in determining crimes and punishments, emphasize the
preservation of individual rights and freedoms in society.
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