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Institutional convergence is one of the most important requirements for regulating
water resources management and one of the indicators of good water governance,
the correct application of which can lead to sustainability or unsustainability of
water. In this article, an attempt has been made to evaluate convergence in water
policymaking and legislation between the government and the Islamic Consultative
Assembly as the two main institutions of the country, using a deductive thematic
analysis method. To assess this condition, the main views and concerns of the two
institutions—the government and the parliament—during the approval of several
important water laws, including the Fair Distribution of Water Act (1982), the Act
on Converting Provincial General Water Affairs Departments to Provincial Regional
Water Companies (2005), and the Act on Determining the Status of Wells Without
Exploitation Permits (2010), have been examined. The review of the approval
negotiations of these laws showed that in parliamentary proposals in the water sector,
the focus was on facilitating extraction from groundwater resources; however, in
government-proposed bills, the focus was on reducing the financial burden on the
government, downsizing, and deconcentrating government duties and authorities. In
many cases, institutional divergence and opposition from government experts to some
laws and notes proposed by parliament prevented the approval of laws facilitating
water extraction, and in cases where there was some policy convergence between the
two institutions (such as the act on converting departments to companies), it was not
on the path to sustainability and protection of water resources. As a result, the absence
of a good governance platform means that institutional convergence and divergence
will not lead to maintaining balance between resources and consumption, and in both
states, the sustainability and protection of water resources will be endangered.
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1. Good Water Governance
2. Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
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