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Research on the causes and contexts of the emergence of the government-nation
gap helps authorities identify various policies that lead to reducing the gap based on
scientific findings and effectively offer policies. Therefore, the present research, to
examine appropriate policies with a mixed approach, descriptive-causal in nature
and fundamental in purpose, has addressed this topic. After extracting factors from
theoretical foundations, in two stages and using convenience sampling, the opinions
of 15 academic experts were utilized. Then, to achieve the system dynamics of
the research topic, first, through in-depth interviews, key variables were identified,
and based on their behavioral patterns over time, a causal model was designed. In
the next stage, after designing the flow model, a questionnaire was used to reach
expert consensus on model parameters in the form of the Delphi technique. Finally,
the policies under examination were simulated in various scenarios using Vensim
software. The structural validity of the model was confirmed according to experts'
opinions, and its behavioral validity was examined and confirmed through model
adequacy tests, stability, parameter estimation, and extreme conditions. The results
showed that the "improving quality of life and social welfare" scenario reduces the
government-nation gap by 53 percent, followed by "reducing organized corruption”
causing a 33 percent reduction in the gap. Accordingly, the first step in reducing
the gap between government and nation is enhancing citizens' quality of life and
increasing public satisfaction levels.
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