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The judicial process reflects the formalities of substantive criminal law.
In other words, it outlines the proper execution of key procedural rules
and principles. Since the legislator in substantive criminal law examines
criminal elements, societal responses to criminal phenomena, and mitigating
or exempting factors for criminal liability, it must also properly define the
implementation of these rules. The question raised in this study is whether
Iran’s judicial process and practices have adequately protected the rights of
victims and defendants in crimes against chastity. The findings suggest that
the legislator, due to insufficient attention to the jurisprudential policy of
crime concealment, the defendant’s defense rights, the distinction between
consensual and coerced crimes against chastity, the private nature of coerced
chastity crimes, and the consideration of scientific and moral evidence, has
failed to adequately protect the rights of both parties. Key issues in the
judicial process for crimes against chastity include the invalidity of illegally
obtained evidence by investigative and prosecutorial authorities, objections
to rulings, instances of violation of defendants’ defense rights, deficiencies
in accepting scientific and moral evidence, and the feasibility of in-absentia
trials. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article critically examines
the judicial process of crimes against chastity in the aforementioned areas.
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