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Feasibility of Establishing a Sovereign Wealth Fund with a
Corporate Structure Using a Panel Logit Regression Model:
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The main objective of this study is to identify the factors affecting the probability
of establishing a sovereign wealth fund with a corporate structure, such as
macroeconomic factors, countries’ political regimes, and the level of government
effectiveness. To estimate the factors affecting the probability of creating these funds,
data from 32 selected countries, including Iran, over the years 1999 to 2021 were used,
together with an econometric method based on panel data with a binary dependent
variable (panel logit). The research findings showed that the asset size of state-owned
enterprises (as part of commercial public assets) is one of the most important factors
in the probability of establishing these funds, such that, on average, a one percent
increase in asset size raises the probability of establishing the fund by 16 percent.
Overall, in countries with larger assets (at a level higher than the sample average),
a higher level of development, lower investment capacity, and a larger budget
deficit, the probability of establishing a sovereign wealth fund is greater. Also, with
improvements in the indicators of government effectiveness, rule of law, and control
of corruption, the probability of fund formation in countries increases. Given the
results of this study and the unfavorable efficiency status of state-owned enterprises
in Iran, the existence of a diverse set of assets, the role of productivity in achieving the
economic growth targeted in the Seventh Development Plan Law, and the initiation of
programs such as asset monetization, it is hoped that, through national convergence,
special attention will be devoted to the effectiveness of establishing such a fund.
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Today, the low compliance of Iranian urban residents with regulations ensuring urban
order and discipline has created an uncertain future for its cities. These abnormal
behaviors that violate urban order and discipline are referred to as urban crimes and
violations, and although they have been an old and persistent problem in all cities of
the world, their growing rate indicates the inability of urban residents to control them.
It appears that the main reason for the inability to control these behaviors is the lack of
a deep understanding of why they occur and the process appropriate to them. Public
authorities, believing that what will bring about citizens’ compliance is coercion, have
placed the design of formal processes and coercive control solutions on the agenda
in order to compel citizens to comply. The implementation of these processes, with
disregard for the factors affecting citizens’ beliefs, has not only failed to increase legal
socialization and citizens’ belief in the legitimacy of the processes and institutions of
control, but has also led to a significant increase in the occurrence and repetition of
these behaviors. Iran is a community-oriented country and possesses a background of
community-based approaches, citizens also possess a religious culture, and values and
beliefs play an effective role in their compliance. In this regard, a look at the position of
the neighborhood and local community in Iran indicates the influence of local beliefs
on belief in processes consistent with them. This article, prepared through a descriptive-
analytical method, seeks to answer the question of how the use of local institutions and
the local community affects the legal socialization of the control of crimes and violations,
and what requirements this institution should possess for the socially accepted control
of urban crimes and violations. It appears that by benefiting from the local community
and designing a problem-solving institution and accepting its influence in determining
control priorities, this institution composed of the local community can increase the
legal socialization of the institution controlling urban crimes and violations.

Keywords: Legal Socialization, Urban Crimes and Violations, Local Community,

Problem-solving
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The research was conducted to examine the relationship between demographic
variables and the pattern of virtual-space use, as well as the role of artificial
intelligence in electoral processes. The findings show that factors such as age,
gender, and field of study have a significant effect on the duration and manner
of students’ use of the Internet and social networks. Also, although the statistical
results did not show a significant relationship between artificial intelligence
systems and the identification of fake news and increased public trust, theoretical
analyses indicate the high potential of this technology in this field. It appears that
the gap between the theoretical capacities and the practical application of artificial
intelligence stems from challenges such as the immaturity of algorithms, the low
quality of training data, and inappropriate cultural contexts. Therefore, under current
conditions, artificial intelligence should be considered not as an immediate solution,
but as a complementary tool alongside institutional reforms. To achieve this goal,
the providing of transparent legal frameworks and precise oversight mechanisms
appears necessary. Ultimately, the combination of artificial intelligence with media
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Law-making is one of the fundamental duties of governments, and appropriate and
enforceable laws are among the important criteria of legitimacy in the minds of
those subject to governments, although some enacted laws are gradually regarded
by jurists as obsolete. Despite the widespread use of this term, ambiguities remain
regarding the precise concept of an obsolete law: whether it means a law that has
never been enforced, or a law that is rarely enforced, or one that, despite occasional
enforcement, has lost its practical function. Given the important effects of this
concept in legislative and executive arenas, including in the consolidation of laws
and the relation between the occasional enforcement of an obsolete law and justice,
it is possible to clarify the concept of obsolete law and distinguish it from concepts
such as dead law, symbolic law, and suspended law. This research is exploratory
in nature, and relying on Wittgenstein’s theory of language games and the concept
of family resemblance, it attempts to provide a more precise concept of obsolete
law by drawing on jurists’ conventional understanding. The statistical population of
the study consisted of 23 faculty members, doctoral students, judges, and lawyers,
whose views on the concept and instances of obsolete law were collected randomly
through a questionnaire. Ultimately, an obsolete law refers to a law that, due to the
weakness or absence of the components of “‘effective non-enforcement over time,”
“gradual decline of practical function,” “lack of social and legal acceptance,” and
“deficiency in enforcement guarantee,” has gradually exited the cycle of reference
and enforcement and has acquired only a symbolic aspect in the legal structure.
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Despite its extensive production and foreign-exchange-generating capacities,
Iran’s petrochemical industry faces numerous economic challenges due to
weaknesses in policymaking and institutional inefficiency, which limit its
efficiency, competitiveness, and sustainable development. Accordingly, the
main research question is what the most important economic challenges of the
petrochemical industry are and how they can be ranked based on their degree
of impact. Based on the theoretical background, the research hypothesis is
that economic-financial and commercial challenges play a greater role than
other factors in weakening the performance of this industry. The research
was conducted with a mixed approach and in two stages: first, through semi-
structured interviews with 20 industry experts and analysis of upstream
documents, a list of challenges was identified, then these factors were evaluated
in the form of a five-option Likert questionnaire and weighted and ranked using
the SWARA multi-criteria decision-making method. The quantitative results
showed that “wage ceiling” with a normalized weight of 0.176, “value-added
tax” with a weight of 0.138, and “inefficient feedstock and export taxation”
with a weight of 0.110 are at the top of the challenges. The qualitative findings
also confirm that these obstacles, by increasing transaction costs, reducing
profitability, and decreasing investment motivation, hinder technological
upgrading and innovation. Accordingly, reforming tax policies, revising the
wage system, and improving the institutional environment are proposed as key
requirements for sustainable development and increasing Iran’s share in the
global petrochemical market.
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Since the efforts of the then Secretary-General of the United Nations in 1977, when
he referred to the term terrorism, despite various conventions and resolutions of the
United Nations Security Council and General Assembly, the international community
has still not reached a consensus on terrorism, and disagreement over its definition
has also extended, in the form of double-standard standardization, to the victims
of terrorism. Therefore, the necessity and importance of this research essay become
clear, and with a descriptive-analytical (and at the same time comparative)
approach, using a documentary and library method, it seeks to find definitions
of terrorism and to determine whether this divergence of views also affects its victims
from the perspective of states. It appears that, given the disagreements the answer
is yes. In other words, in practice, the definitions offered of terrorism are indexed
on the basis of countries’ interests, and these indices have also extended to the
rights of victims of terrorism, while the politically interest-based indices of states
overshadow the rights of victims of terrorism. To overcome this situation, a
comprehensive convention on victims of terrorism in the form of clearly specified
indexing, the establishment of regional media under the name of supporting victims
and combating terrorism through civil societies, and efforts to recognize the legal
rights of minority victims of terrorism in claimant countries away from political
interests, can be relatively helpful.
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Given that good governance can facilitate the process of growth and the attainment of
sustainable development for governments, and can place poverty reduction, job creation
and sustainable welfare, environmental protection, and economic growth at the center of
attention, the present study addresses the presentation and testing of amodel of the sustainable
developmental state through good governance with a focus on Iran. This research is of an
applied-developmental type, and the research method is mixed with a sequential approach
classified by unequal weight. This study was carried out using qualitative and quantitative
methods (meta-synthesis, thematic analysis, structural equation modeling, and fuzzy
DEMATEL). In the qualitative part of the study, the statistical population for conducting
interviews consisted of 14 scientific and executive experts in the field of governance,
selected through purposive-judgmental sampling, and the components were extracted
from qualitative thematic analysis. In the quantitative part of the research, 384 researcher-
made questionnaires based on the study’s paradigm model were distributed and collected
among selected sample members from governance employees and managers (government
organizations in the city of Tehran) through convenience sampling. The results in the
qualitative section of the study showed that the most important components of the model
are: rejuvenating the structure of government, eliminating parallel institutions, completely
changing traditional methods of performing work in offices, reforming banking structures,
creating hardware and software infrastructures, creating international competitive advantage,
penetrating international markets, and human and organizational factors. The results in the
quantitative section also showed that the relationships among the variables of the extracted
model are statistically significant and that the developed model has an acceptable degree
of fit and validity. Also, the results of the fuzzy DEMATEL technique showed that creating
hardware and software infrastructures has the greatest impact weight (0.0539), followed
by eliminating parallel institutions (0.0517) and reforming banking structures (0.0506).
In addition, the impact weight level of creating international competitive advantage is on
average less than 0.0405.
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